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Estate Office, Charlton Park, Malmesbury, Wiltshire SN16 9DG
Tel: 01666 822146 Email: robin.aird@charltonpark.estate

www.charltonparkestate.com

7th May 2026

Dear

RE: Existance

Charlton Park did not renew Existance’s licence for this year due to noise issues 
during last year’s event. The noise levels of the festival caused too much distress to 
the local community, whom we try very hard to keep a good working relationship 
with.

We work closely with the council and the local community to ensure that events 
hosted at Charlton Park do not cause excessive disruption to the surrounding area. 
We therefore took the decision not to renew the event licence going forward.

I hope this helps with your query
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Veterinary Report 

Re: Premises Licence Application C/26/00777/PRMA – Ashley Marsh Farm 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

I am writing in my capacity as a veterinary surgeon to express my professional concerns regarding the 

proposed festival event scheduled to take place at or adjacent to premises where competition horses 

are stabled at Ashley Marsh Farm. 

 

Competition horses are highly managed athletes whose health, welfare, and performance depend 

upon consistent routines, adequate rest, and a calm environment. Events involving prolonged 

periods of amplified music, significant vibration, high-intensity lighting, fireworks (if applicable), 

increased vehicle movements, and large crowds have the potential to cause considerable stress to 

horses, particularly during overnight hours. 

 

From a veterinary perspective, exposure to these disturbances may increase the risk of: 

• Acute stress responses, including elevated heart rate and anxiety. 

• Startle reactions that may result in injury to horses or handlers. 

• Fence or stable damage caused by attempts to escape perceived threats. 

• Disruption of feeding, hydration, and normal rest patterns. 

• Increased risk of musculoskeletal injury in valuable competition horses due to panic or 

excessive movement within stables. 

 

Such welfare concerns are especially significant where horses are actively competing or undergoing 

intensive training, as unnecessary stress can adversely affect both their physical wellbeing and 

athletic performance. 

I appreciate that the council must balance the interests of event organisers with those of local 

residents and businesses. However, I respectfully request that, should the event proceed, the council 

consider imposing robust licence conditions designed to safeguard equine welfare. These could 

include: 

• Strict limits on amplified sound levels at the nearest equestrian facilities. 

• Earlier finishing times for amplified music. 

• Continuous monitoring of noise levels throughout the event. 

• Restrictions on fireworks, pyrotechnics, lasers directed towards nearby fields, or other 

sudden visual effects. 
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• Traffic management measures to ensure safe access for horse transport and emergency 

veterinary vehicles. 

• A requirement for event organisers to maintain direct communication with neighbouring 

equestrian premises before and during the event so that any welfare concerns can be 

addressed promptly. 

These measures would help reduce foreseeable welfare risks while allowing the council to discharge 

its responsibilities with appropriate regard for animal welfare. 

 

These comments are offered solely from the perspective of equine health and welfare and should 

not be interpreted as opinions on wider licensing matters. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Tom Campbell BVSc MRCVS 

29th July 2026 
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